still shrieking. Suddenly he caught sight of the hedge of men,
half-naked, silent and pale. He began to utter broken words. Only
a few phrases were distinguishable: "French soil , . . French
government. .. free zone ..."

Gerbier, who at first had kept at a distance from the spectators,
did not notice that he was drawing close to diem, that he was
edging his way through the last row, edging his way through the
next, that he was reaching the first, that he was still advancing.
A trembling, warm hand alighted on his wrist. Gerbier's body all
at once relaxed and his eyes lost their expression of morbid fixity.

"Thank you," he said to Legrain.

Gerbier took a deep breath. After which, with a kind of avid
detestation, he watched the guards throw the old engineer into
the car and die driver continue to blow rings of smoke through
his wide nostrils.

"Thank you/' Gerbier said again.

He smiled to Legrain with that half-smile in which the eyes
had no share.

The same evening, in the cabin, Legrain wanted to speak of
the incident but Gerbier avoided all conversation. So it was the
following days. Besides, Armel the school teacher was going from
bad to worse and Legrain no longer had any thoughts but for his
friend.

IX

The young school teacher died one night His delirium had been
no worse than usual. Some Kabyles carried his body away early
in the morning. Legrain went to his work. The day flowed by
and he behaved no differently than the day before. When he came
back to the cabin the colonel, the pharmacist and the travelling
salesman stopped their domino game and wanted to console him.
*Tm not sad," said Legrain. "Armel is better off as he is."
Gerbier said nothing to Legrain. He handed him the package
of cigarettes he had bought from a guard in the afternoon. Legrain
smoked three in succession, in spite of the cough that was ex-
hausting him. Night came. Roll was called. The doors were closed.
The colonel, the travelling salesman, the pharmacist went to
sleep one after the other. Legrain appeared calm. Gerbier in turn
fell asleep,